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Focus on Presentation
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Attention Getter Award
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Presentation Observations
What is the structure?

Most problems in talks arise from structural 
weaknesses.

Opening/Attention Getter
Background

Aims
Impact
Closing



Bioengineering 6061: Presentations Presentation Review

Another View of Structure

Bioengineering 6061: Presentations Presentation Review

Time

Like this? Or like this?
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Presentation Observations
How much to say in the (short) time. ?

What you need to say to get audience 
from A to B.
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Presentation Observations
How much to include in a slide ?

Each slide supports one thought.
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Presentation Observations
How to get from general to specific?

Drive a specific statement from a general 
statement.

"User interface design is essential to the success of a product"

 "Here is how we will improve our user interface" 
(Wilcox)

"Apnea management has to be simple and portable" 

"Here is how our apnea monitoring system will be simple and 
portable" 

(Madsen)
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Presentation Observations
Who is the Audience?

Tell the audience who you think they are.
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Presentation Observations
How does a speaker establish credibility?

By proving it rather than claiming it.

“ (The speaker) talked about current 
methods to measure the levels of 
glucose in the blood and mentioned 
that the needle technology was very 
painful. Based from personal 
experience I know this is not true. Even 
though there is some discomfort, the 
pain is minimum. This, in my opinion, 
took away credibility from his 
presentation.”

“ (The speaker) said that he 
was going to show us a video 
and the “truth”. In my opinion, 

this is an incorrect way to 
open a presentation. 

Whenever I hear a person tell 
me that he or she will show 

me the truth I immediately 
start questioning the 

credibility of the 
presentation.”

No one cares what you think, 
only what you can prove!
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Presentation Observations
What about that pesky advisor?

Negotiation is essential but this is YOUR 
presentation.  Make your case.

“The original slides were more graphic and logic-flow 
based, without any bullets, but my advisor revised them 
significantly, according to his own style. For that reason, I 
already have criticisms of the slides without having seen 
the video.“
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Review Observations
Language of the presentation

Recognize, practice, and use scientific prose!
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Presentation Observations
When/how to use slides when answering 
questions?

Use only as needed and when you can find 
them quickly.
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An Example


