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Take Home Messages

Make your story easy for the reader to follow

For guidance, model a peer-reviewed publication when 
preparing reports

When in doubt, ASK US!



Bioengineering 6000 CV PhysiologyLab Report Comments March, 2013

Methods

Only the information required for someone else to carry 
out the experiment and get similar results
 
Does acquiring an apron and opening the box containing 
the heart/lungs alter what someone else would find?
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Numbered lists are not appropriate.
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Results

Text should be interspersed with images

Excel is a poor tool for science

Appendices not necessary – if they are results, put them 
in Results
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Titles are not included in figures.
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Generate high quality images.
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All labeling needs to be legible.
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Avoid convolution.
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Captions

Captions need to convey ALL the information required to 
understand what is shown in the figure

If it is important enough to point out on the image, it is 
important enough to mention in the caption/text
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Fully explain the images.

Bioengineering 6000 CV PhysiologyLab Report Comments March, 2013

Avoid stating the obvious.
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Captions serve a purpose, not just fulfill a 
requirement.
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Quality Caption Example
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Tables

Limit to a single page

A single title, which comes at the top of the table
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Be clear and concise

“The heart and lungs are natures answer to the question of how to give nutrients and other 
lifesaving elements as well as the removal of waste from all of the trillions of different cells which 
make up a higher order multicellular complex life form.”

Rewrite:
The heart and lungs transport gases and nutrients throughout the body.
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Be clear and concise

“The tricuspid valve was located by looking for the distinct chordea tendinae that help them to 
function. The pulmonary valve was the final piece found within the right atrium, which were 
located by looking for an outflow from the ventricle that would lead to the lungs. After the right 
ventricle was fully inspected, incisions were made to investigate the left ventricle.”

Rewrite:
The pulmonary and tricuspid valves were located and examined prior to dissecting the left 
ventricle.
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Use scientific language and metrics.

“The incision was about 6 inches in length and almost about an 
inch deep. The deepness of the cut and the effort it took was not 
surprising as the left ventricle is known to have thicker walls due 
to its functionality of pumping to every extreme of the body.”
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Avoid repetitive language.
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Take Home Messages

Make your story easy for the reader to follow

For guidance, model a peer-reviewed publication when 
preparing reports

When in doubt, ASK US!


